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REPORT 


OF  THE 


COMMITTEE    ON   THE    MILITIA 


TO  THE 


HOU>SE    OF    DELEGATES 


REPORT. 


of  ttmlu       r         ^^^''^^^' ^°:^-hom  was  referred  the  memorial 

,        ^lu'^""'^  Convention  which  assembled  in  the  city  of  Frede- 

nck-on  the  sixth  day  of  December  last;  praj-ing  that\  law  may 

be  passed  "to  reorganize  and  enroll  the  miJitia  of  this  State   and 

o  encourage  the  formation  of  uniform  volunteer  companies ''  beo 

eave  to  report,  that  they  have  had  the  subject  under  cinside.'ation^ 

u^pon^e  sl^ect.^^'-^^^^'  ^^''  '''  ^^^^^^^  °^  --  ^^^^^^^^^n 
.       The  existing  laws  in  reference  to  the  militia  of  this  State    are 
so  defective  as  to  render  them  in  a  great  measure  inoperat^^-e  and 
It  has  been  so  long  since  the  Stale  has  been  laid  off  into  defined 
military  divisions   and   districts,  that  your  commiUee  are  of  opt 
nion    that  any  law  that  could   be  frained,  which  did  not  provk  e 
lor  the  formation  of  new  divisions  and  districts,  would  f^il  to  Jt 
coi^phsh  the  desired  object.     By  reference  to  Ihe  record      n  the 
fj'fl^'^^^^i^^'^-^Gener.l  of  the  State,  your  committc     find 
that  the  boundaries  of  only  six  regimenlal  districts  are  recorded 
pursuant  to  the  act  of  1834,  ch.  251.     Probably  these  are  al  S 
aie  known  with  any  certainty,  in  the  State,  exclusive  of  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  which  has  a  separate  organisation.     Your  commit- 

nvi.       iT^'T'  ^^.^*  ^^^P^^"  suggested  by  the  memorialists,  of 
Jp.ng  off  the  State  into  military  divisions  and  districts,  so  as  to 
define  their  boundaries  by  the  civil  divisions  of  the  State    will  be 
productive  of  much   good  in  giving  permanency  to  the 'system- 
and  that  it  will  lead  to  the  beneficial  lesult  of  making  eveJychi: 
zen  know  without  difficulty,  the  command  under  which  he  may  b- 
placed       Apart  from   the  duty  of  "preparing  for  war  in   time  of 
peace,     which  is  one  of  the  wise  maxims   bequeathed   to  us  by 
the  father  of  our  country,  the  expediency  of  enrolling  the  militia 
ot  the  State  is  dictated  by  considerations  of  State  policy  and  ad- 
vantage.    By  the  laws   of  Congress,    an   annual   distribution  of 
arms,  and  their  appendages,  are  made  to  the  several  States  accor- 
ding to   the   numerical  force  of  their   militia.— Maryland   obtains 
her  quota  under  an  enrollment  made  many  years  ago;   and  conse- 
quently, does  not  receive  her  fair  proportion;  because  neailv  all 


the  other  Slates  of  the  Union  have  efficrent  militia  systems,  and   ^ 
recent  enrollments.     So  great  is  the  disadvantage  resuit.ng  to  the 
State  from  this  fact,  that  there  have  been,  dunng  the  last  year 
Unes  S  the  Governor  of  the  Stale,  felt  U  h,s  duty  to  reject 
the    app  Nation  of  volunteer  companies,  for  muskets  and  rifles 
est  th'e'state  Armory  .-ould  be  so  reduced  as  not  to  leave  a  suf- 
ficient quantity  of  arms  in  it  to  meet  an  emergency.     Your  com 
^me    'herefoL  regret,  that  this  subject  w:.s  not  brought  under 
Z=r  consideration  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session.      I  he)  ap- 
preciate the  importance  of  the\uestion,  and  -e  luly  sens.b^ 
of  the  necessity  of  a  thorough   and  entire  re-moddellmg  ot  our 
lole  mUita  system.     As  tlie  period  however,  for  closing  the 
Tess    n  of  the  Jeneral  Assembly,  under  the  Constitution   is  iio^ 
so  near  at  hand,  and  as  important  business  yet  remains  to  be  act- 
ed  on   bv  the  House,  youV  committee  despair  of  being  able  to 
ftame  a  system  which  'vould  answer  the  ends  in  virtue,  and  which 
3  be^roperly  considered  at  the  present  session.     1  hey  are 
.Uo  further  of  opinion,  that  the  subject  would  be  better  disposed 
of  if  referred  to  a  commission  of  officers,  who,  dunng  the  interim 
be'iween  the  close  of  the  present,  and  the  meeting  of  the  next  Le- 
JfJZ  could  take  the  whole  matter  into  their  deliberate  consid- 
f  ;Uon,  and  prepare  for  presentation  at  the  next  session,  a  mihtiH 
s  3 tern   which  4ould  be  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  State 
^  You;  committee  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  furthe 
consideration  of  the  memorial,  and   recommend  the  adoption  ot 
the  accompanying  resolutions. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  SIMMONS,  Chairman. 


Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryltnid,  that  the  Gov- 
ernor be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  directed  to  appoint,  five 
commissioned  officers  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  two  from  the 
Eastern  Shore  and  three  from  the  Western  Shore  of  competent 
ability,  to  frame  a  militia  system,  to  be  submitted  to  the  conside- 
ration and  action  of  the  next  Legislature,  laying  off  the  State 
into  divisions,  brigades  and  regimental  districts,  and  defining  the 
boundaries  of  the  same,  by  the  civil  divisions  of  the  State  ;  and 
also  providing  for  a  thorough  reorganization  and  enrollment  of  the 
militia  of  the  State. 

Resolved,  That  encouragement  to  uniform  volunteer  companies 
be  a  leading  feature  in  said  system. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  so  appointed,  report  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  Maryland,  as  early  as  practicable  at  the  next  De- 
cember session  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  officers,  or  so  many  of  them  as  may  act 
and  perform  the  du*y  aforesaid,  be  allowed  a  compensation  not  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  each. 
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